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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

What is claimed is: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of providing to a client 
communications device accoss to a euboor i pt i on modu l o of by a server communications 
device, access to a networic. the server communications device comprisino a 
subscription module for facilitating authentication of a subscriber to the network , the 
method comprising the steps of: 

establishing a communications link between the client communications device 
and the server communications device; anci 

commun i cating a number of messag e s (M) compris i ng data re l at e d to th o 
subscription module b e tw ee n the s e rver communicat i ons dGvico and tho cliont 
commun i cations d e v i c e via th e commun i cat i ons li nk; 

where i n th e m e thod further comprises tho stop of provid i ng integrity protootion of 
tho moooagos commun i catod botwoon tho server commun i cat i ons dov i oo and tho c l iont 
commun i cations d e v i c e v i a th e commun i cations l ink. 

receiving a message bv the server communications device from the client 
communications device via the communications link, the message being addressed to 
the subscription module: 

performing, bv a processing means of the server communications device outside 
the subscription module, the following steps: 

providing integritv protection of the received message to determine 
whether the received message is authentic: 

detemriining whether the received message is authorized to address the 
subscription module: and 
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forwarding the received message to the subscription module, if the 
processing means of the server communications device has determined the received 
message as being authentic and if the processing means of the server communications 

device has determined the received message as being authorized to address the 
subschption module: otherwise rejecting the received message . 

2. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the 
step of providing integrity protection further comprises calculating, based on a secret 
session key, a respective message authentication code for each of the communicated 
messages; and including the calculated message authentication code into the 
corresponding communicated message. 

3. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the 
step of establishing a communications link between the client and server 
communications devices comprises detemiining a secret session key based on a 
shared secret between the server and client communications devices. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 3, wherein the 
method further comprises providing the shared secret by performing a secure pairing 
procedure including receiving a passcode by at least one of the client communications 
device and the server communications device. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 4, wherein the 
passcode is at the most 48 bits long. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 3, wherein the 
communications link has a secret link key related to it and the method further comprises 
providing the shared secret by calculating the shared secret using the secret link key as 
an input. 
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7. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 2, wherein the 
method further comprises: 

incorporating a value of a first counter in each of the messages communicated 
from the client communications device to the server communications device, the first 
counter being indicative of the number of messages communicated from the client 
communications device to the server communications device; and 

incorporating a value of a second counter in each of the messages 
communicated from the server communications device to the client communications 
device, the second counter being indicative of the number of messages communicated 
from the server communications device to the client communications device; and 

wherein the step of calculating a respective message authentication code for 
each of the communicated messages comprises calculating a message authentication 
code for each of the communicated messages and the corresponding counter value. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1, wherein the 
method further comprises determining, for the messages communicated from the client 
communications device to the server communications device, whether the message is 
authorized to address the subscription module. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 8, wherein the 
method further comprises: 

providing a shared secret between the client communications device and the 
server communications device; and 

providing an access control list stored in the server communications device in 
relation to at least one of the shared secret and the client communications device. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) A communications system, comprising: 

a client communications device and a server communications device adapted to 
provide to the client communications device access to a networi<. the server 
communications device including a subscription module for facilitating authentication of 
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a subscriber to the network , the client and server communications devices each 
comprising respective communications means for establishing a communications link 
between the client communications device and the server communications device, and 
for communicating a number of messages comprising data related to the subscription 
module between the server communications device and the client communications 
device via the communications link, the messages from the client communications 
device to the server communications device being addressed to the subscription 
module : 

whoro l n tho c l iont communications dovioo and tho s e rver communicat i ons d e v i ce 
each compr i oo rospoct l vo prooossing means adapted to prov i de intogrity protoctlon of 
tho mossagos commun i catod b e twe e n th e server oommun i cat i ons device and the client 
commun i cations d e v i ce v i a the commun i cat i ons li nk . 

the client communications device and the server communications device each 
comprise respective processing means outside the subscription module adapted to 
provide integrity protection of the messages communicated between the client 
communications device and the server communications device via the communications 
link to detennlne whether a message received is authentic: and the processing means 
of the server communications device is further operable to: 

determine whether the received message is authorized to address the 
subscription module: and 

foHA/ard the received message to the subscription module, if the processing 
means of the server communications device has detemiined the received message Is 
authentic and if the processing means of the server communications device has 
determined the received message as being authorized to address the subscription 
module: othenwise reiecting the received message . 

11. (Currently Amended) A server communications device includ i ng a 
subscr i ption modu l o, tho sorvor communications dovico comprising communicat i ons 
m e ans for e stabl i shing a oommunicat i ons l ink w i th a c lie nt communicat i ons d e vic e , and 
for commun i cat i ng a numb e r of m e ssag e s compr i s i ng data r el at e d to th e subscript i on 
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modulo botwoon tho s^r/""^ mmmiinint i nnr rifwino and tho cl i ont communications 
dovioo via the oommun i cat i ono l ink; 

whoro i n tho sorvor communlcat i onG dov i oo compriooo proooocing moans 
adaptod to prov i do i ntogrity protoction of tho moooagoo commun i catod botwoon th e 
corvor communications dov i oo and tho c li ont commun i cationo dovico v i a the 
commun i cations linl< . 

for oroviding to a client communications device access to a network, the server 
communications device includino a subscription module for facilitating authentication of 
a subscriber to access to the network, the server communications device comprising 
communications means for establishing a communications link with a client 
communications device, and for receiving a number of messages from the client 
communications device via the communications link, the messages being addressed to 
the subscription module: 

the server communications device further comprising a processing means 
outside the subscription module operable to (i) provide integrity protection of the 
messages received from the client communications device via the communications link 
to determine whether a message received by the server communications device is 
authentic: (ii) determine whether the received message is authorized to address the 
subscription module: and (iii) fonft/ard the received message to the subscription module, 
if the processing means of the server communications device has detennined the 
received message is authentic and if the processing means of the server 
communications device has determined the received message is authorized to address 
the subscription module: otherwise rejecting the received message. 

12. (Previously Presented) A client communications device for providing 
access to a subscription module of a server communications device, the client 
communications device comprising communications means for establishing a 
communications link with the server communications device including the subscription 
module, and for communicating a number of messages comprising data related to the 
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subscription module between the client communications device and tlie server 
communications device via tlie communications link; 

wherein the client communications device comprises processing means adapted 
to provide integrity protection of the messages communicated between the client 
communications device and the server communications device via the communications 
link. 

13. (Previously Presented) A method of providing to a client 
communications device access to a subscription module by a server communications 
device comprising the subscription module, the method comprising the steps of 

establishing a communications link between the client communications device 
and the server communications device; 

receiving a number of messages from the client communications device by the 
server communications device via the communications link, the messages addressing 
the subscription module; and 

wherein the method further comprises the step of detenriining, for at least one of 
the received messages, whether the message is authorized to address the subscription 
module. 

14. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 13, wherein the 
method further comprises providing integrity protection of the messages communicated 
between the server communications device and the client communications device via 
the communications link, where the integrity protection is based on a shared secret 
between the client communications device and the server communications device; and 
providing an access control list stored in the server communications device in relation to 
at least one of the shared secret and the client communications device. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 14, wherein the 
access control list is stored in a protected database. 
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16. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 14, wherein the 
method further comprises calculating, based on a secret session key, a respective 
message authentication code for each of the communicated messages; and including 
the calculated message authentication code into the corresponding communicated 
message. 

17. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 16, wherein the 
step of establishing a communications link between the client and server 
communications devices comprises determining the secret session key based on said 
shared secret between the server and client communications devices. 

18. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 17, wherein the 
method further comprises providing the shared secret by performing a secure pairing 
procedure Including receiving a passcode by at least one of the client communications 
device and the server communications device. 

19. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 18, wherein the 
passcode is at the most 48 bits long. 

20. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 18, wherein the 
communications link has a secret link key related to it and the method further comprises 
providing the shared secret by calculating the shared secret using the secret link key as 
an input. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 14, wherein the 
method further comprises: 

incorporating a value of a first counter in each of the messages communicated 
from the client communications device to the server communications device, the first 
counter being indicative of the number of messages communicated from the client 
communications device to the server communications device; 
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incorporating a value of a second counter in each of the messages 
communicated from the server communications device to the client communications 
device, the second counter being indicative of the number of messages communicated 
from the server communications device to the client communications device; and 

wherein the step of calculating a respective message authentication code for 
each of the communicated messages comprises calculating a message authentication 
code for each of the communicated messages and the conresponding counter value. 

22. (Previously Presented) A server communications device including a 
subscription module, the server communications device comprising communications 
means for establishing a communications link with a client communications device, and 
for receiving a number of messages addressing the subscription module from the client 
communications device via the communications link; and wherein the server 
communications device comprises processing means for determining, for at least one of 
the received messages, whether the message is authorized to address the subscription 
module. 
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